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the relationship between islamic law and international human rights law has been the
subject of considerable and heated debate in recent years the usual starting point
has been to test one system by the standards of the other asking is islamic law
compatible with international human rights standards or vice versa this approach
quickly ends in acrimony and accusations of misunderstanding by overlaying one set
of norms on another we overlook the deeply contextual nature of how legal rules
operate in a society and meaningful comparison and discussion is impossible in this
volume leading experts in islamic law and international human rights law attempt to
deepen the understanding of human rights and islam paving the way for a more
meaningful debate focusing on central areas of controversy such as freedom of
speech and religion gender equality and minority rights the authors examine the
contextual  nature  of  how  islamic  law  and  international  human  rights  law  are
legitimately formed interpreted and applied within a community they examine how
these fundamental interests are recognized and protected within the law and what
restrictions are placed on the freedoms associated with them by examining how
each system recognizes and limits fundamental freedoms this volume clears the
ground for exploring the relationship between islamic law and international human
rights law on a sounder footing in doing so it offers a challenging and distinctive
contribution to the literature on the subject and will be an invaluable reference for
students academics and policy makers engaged in the legal and religious debates
surrounding islam and the west

this  book is  designed to  introduce law students  legal  actors  and human rights
activists particularly participants in human rights dialogues with china to the process
and reality of a newly confident china s participation in the international human rights
system  albeit  with  inherent  challenges  from  an  international  and  comparative
perspective one of the key findings of the author s research is that progress towards
human rights depends more on judges than on legislators chinese legislators have
enacted a series of reforms in order to better protect human rights unfortunately
these reforms have not led to greater adherence to china s international human
rights obligations in practice the reforms failed because they have generally been
misunderstood  by  chinese  judges  who  often  have  a  limited  understanding  of
international  human rights norms specifically this book will  examine how judicial
misunderstandings have blocked reforms in one specific area the use of severe
punishments based on international human rights theory and case studies and data
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analyses this examination has several purposes the first is to suggest that china
ratify the iccpr as the next step for its substantive progress in human rights and as a
good preparation for its re applying to be a member of the un human right council in
the  future  the  second  is  to  explain  how  judges  could  be  better  educated  in
international  human  rights  norms  so  as  to  greatly  reduce  the  use  of  severe
punishments and better comply with china s human rights obligations the third is to
demonstrate how the international community could better engage with china in a
manner that is more conducive to human rights improvements the author s ultimate
goal  is  to enhance dialogue on human rights in china between judges and the
chinese government between chinese judges and their  foreign counterparts and
between china s government and the international community another significant aim
of this book is to clarify the controversial question of what obligations china should
undertake  before  its  ratification  of  the  iccpr  and  to  re  examine  trends  in  its
developing human rights policy after standing down from the council in late 2012 the
tortuous progress of china s criminal law and criminal justice reforms has confirmed
that chinese judges need further instruction on how to apply severe punishments in a
manner  consistent  with  international  standards judges should be encouraged to
exercise more discretion when sentencing so that  penalties reflect  the intent  of
relevant  domestic  laws  as  well  as  the  international  human  rights  standards
enumerated in the iccpr in order to better educate and train judges this book contains
introductory chapters that examine the severe punishments currently available to
chinese judges from an international  human rights  perspective to  illustrate  how
chinese justice currently falls short of international norms this paper also examines
several  cases that  are considered to be indicative of  china s progress towards
greater respect for human rights and the rule of law these cases demonstrate that
china still has a long way to go to achieve its goals at least before abolishing the
death penalty forced labor and torture

religion plays a pivotal role in the way women are treated around the world socially
and legally this book discusses three islamic human rights approaches secular non
compatible  reconciliatory  compatible  and  proposes  a  contextual  interpretive
approach it is argued that the current gender discriminatory statutory islamic laws in
islamic jurisdictions based on the decontextualised interpretation of the koran can be
reformed through ijtihad  independent  individual  reasoning  it  is  claimed that  the
original intention of the koran was to protect the rights of women and raise their
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status in society not to relegate them to subordination this koranic intention and spirit
may be recaptured through the proposed contextual  interpretation which in  fact
means using an islamic or insider strategy to achieve gender equality in muslim
states and greater compatibility with international human rights law it discusses the
negative impact of the so called statutory islamic laws of pakistan on the enjoyment
of women s human rights and robustly challenges their koranic foundation while
supporting the international human rights regime this book highlights the challenges
to its universality feminism and cultural relativism to achieve universal application
genuine voices from different  cultures and groups must  be accommodated it  is
argued that the women s human rights regime does not cover all issues of concern
to women and has a weak implementation mechanism the book argues for effective
implementation procedures to turn women s human rights into reality

this book provides a key reference on the role of the commonwealth and its member
states in relation to international  humanitarian law ihl  it  provides insights in the
implementation of ihl in commonwealth states and particularly the challenges faced
by small states it examines the progressive development of ihl in the commonwealth
and provides an analysis of some of the landmark decisions emerging from the
special court for sierra leone the book was developed collaboratively between the
commonwealth  secretariat  and  the  international  red  cross  and  red  crescent
movement in this regard it contains insights in the work of the secretariat with regard
to implementation of ihl and an assessment of legislation enacted by commonwealth
states as well as an accession chart to ihl instruments it expounds on the work of the
movement including the role of national societies the international humanitarian fact
finding commission and the development of international disaster response law rules
and regulation this book was based on a special issue of commonwealth law bulletin
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